Progress in pediatric solid tumors.
Since 1980, impressive progress in the treatment of solid tumors has altered the practice of pediatric surgical oncology. Because these advances have been balanced by both liberal and conservative viewpoints, an accurate reassessment of traditional approaches has been possible. Noteworthy alterations in chemotherapy, radiation therapy, and surgical attitudes have improved survival rates and lessened the morbidity associated with malignant disease. Close cooperation among surgeons, pediatricians, and oncologists remains the common denominator in the successful treatment of pediatric solid tumors. This article presents examples of progress in the treatment of Hodgkin's disease, metastatic pulmonary disease, Wilms' tumor, and rhabdomyosarcoma and discusses the role of surgical intervention in conjunction with chemotherapy and radiation therapy.